
  

 
 
 
 
Rivers, Icons & Wine- St. Louis Hub & Spoke 

Cities: St. Louis, Hannibal, Fulton, Jefferson City, Hermann, St. Charles 
 
 

Day 1 - St. Louis 

 
Begin your day at the world-famous Gateway Arch (www.gatewayarch.com).  The tallest 

man-made national monument in the country can be experienced via a 630-foot tram ride to 
the top. The Museum (opening 2017), located beneath the Arch, showcases a complete 

decade-by-decade look at the country's growth along with a special Lewis & Clark trail mural. 
The Old Courthouse, built from 1839-1862, is the site of the 1847 Dred Scott slavery trials 

that were a precursor to the American Civil War. The building's five galleries depict St. Louis' 
role in the famous trial and in America's westward expansion.  Get a feel for Ol' Man River 
with a relaxing one-hour sightseeing Gateway Riverboat Cruise. For an overview of St. 
Louis' past, visit the Missouri History Museum (www.mohistory.org) in Forest Park where 

Lindbergh, Lewis & Clark, and the Louisiana Purchase come to life. You'll see artifacts from 
Colonial St. Louis, the Lewis & Clark expedition, Civil War and the opening of the American 
West. Galleries featuring cultural icons like Katherine Dunham Miles Davis, Tennessee 
Williams and others who lived and worked in St. Louis also reflect the modern influences on 
St. Louis and world culture.   

Your evening can consist of a famed St. Louis blues club, an elegant dinner or a chance to 
try your luck at a St. Louis casino. www.explorestlouis.com 

 
 

Day 2 – Hannibal, St. Louis 
 

Depart St. Louis for Hannibal.  Tour the town via old-fashioned trolley on the Hannibal 
Trolley Company Sightseeing Tours.   Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum 

Properties.  The Stories Started Here… Discover how a young boy growing up in the small 

village of Hannibal became one of the world's most famous authors. A self guided tour of the 
Mark Twain Boyhood Home & Museum Properties gives you the chance to explore the 
Hannibal of Samuel Clemens' childhood and experience the beloved stories he created 

through the power of his imagination.  Generally will take 90 minutes to 2 hours. 
www.marktwainmuseum.org.  ‘Unsinkable Molly Brown’.  Visit the home of Hannibal’s 

famous survivor of the Titanic. Learn more about the lady herself and her Titanic experience. 
Generally takes 30-45 minutes.  www.hannibalhistorymuseum.com/p/molly-brown-birthplace-

and-museum.html.  Take a one-hour sightseeing tour aboard the Mark Twain Riverboat 
(www.marktwainriverboat.com) and see this famous river town from the boat that bears the 
name of its most famous citizen…Mark Twain.  Return to St. Louis for dinner and overnight.  

St. Louis to Hannibal, 115 miles  

 

http://www.gatewayarch.com/
http://www.mohistory.org/
http://www.stlouis.com/
http://www.marktwainmuseum.org/
http://www.hannibalhistorymuseum.com/p/molly-brown-birthplace-and-museum.html
http://www.hannibalhistorymuseum.com/p/molly-brown-birthplace-and-museum.html
http://www.marktwainriverboat.com/


  

 

Day 3 – Fulton, Jefferson City, Hermann, St. Louis 

Travel to Fulton to the National Churchill Memorial & Library, a national historic site in the 

United States located on the campus of Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. The 
Museum is composed of the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Aldermanbury, an English Church 
designed by Sir Christopher Wren in 1667, and the undercroft museum with permanent 

exhibits dedicated to the life and works of Sir Winston Churchill, who made his famous " Iron 
Curtain" Speech on the Westminster Campus in 1946. The Museum also houses the 
Clementine Spencer Churchill Reading Room, composed of works centered about the life of 
Sir Winston Churchill, the Harris Research Library for Microfilm, holding an extensive 

collection of Microfilm from the British National Archives, many changing exhibits of interest, 
and a gift shop containing gifts related to Churchill and the Wren Church.  The grounds are 
also home to a piece of the Berlin Wall.  Allow 2 hours for this visit.  You can also arrange for 
a private reception for your group (extra fee).  www.nationalchurchillmuseum.org  

St. Louis to Fulton, 106 miles 

Enjoy lunch and sightseeing in Jefferson City (www.visitjeffersoncity.com).  Decommissioned 
in 2004, the Missouri State Penitentiary is now open to the public for hard hat tours.  Before 

it closed, MSP was the oldest continually operating penitentiary west of the Mississippi.  The 

prison was 100 years old when Alcatraz began taking inmates. When this prison opened in 
1836, the Battle of the Alamo was going on in Texas and Andrew Jackson was in his second 
term.  The tour showcases cells including those of famous inmates such as heavyweight 
champion Sonny Liston, who learned to box during his time in the big house, and James Earl 

Ray.  Other stops on the tour are the gas chamber where 40 men and women were 
executed, the buried cells, several housing units and the upper yard. In 1967 the Missouri 
State Penitentiary was infamously named the “bloodiest 47 acres in America” by Time 
magazine because of the incredibly high number of serious assaults on the grounds between 

1963-1964.  Two-hour history tours are $12 per person and advance reservations are 
required. Operates early March to early November. www.missouripentours.com 

Missouri State Capitol.  Completed in 1917, the Capitol covers three acres in downtown 

Jefferson City. Inside the Capitol you will find the Missouri State Museum which features 
exhibits of outstanding historical significance. The 45-minute guided Capitol tour is the best 
way to experience the historic and decorative features of the building.  
www.mostateparks.com/park/missouri-state-museum  

Fulton to Jefferson City, 24 miles 

Depart Jefferson City for Hermann (www.visithermann.com). Nestled among the rolling 

hillsides of the Missouri River, in a countryside reminiscent of Germany's Rhine Valley, is the 

little town of Hermann.  Specialty tours can include shopping tours, village tour with music or 
a visit to Swiss Meat and Sausage Company.   The arts and crafts of yesteryear are well 
preserved in Historic Hermann's Museum at the German School.  Built in 1871, the building 

served as Hermann's elementary school until 1955. The town clock has been operating since 
1890. www.historichermann.com 

 

http://www.nationalchurchillmuseum.org/
http://www.visitjeffersoncity.com/
http://www.missouripentours.com/
http://www.mostateparks.com/park/missouri-state-museum
http://www.hermannmo.com/
http://www.historichermann.com/


  

Hermann Living History Farm and Museum opening June 1, 2016, brings over 160 years 

of farming experience, exhibits of early trades, and history on its nearly 200 acre living history 
farm.  Guests will experience first-hand what early settlers did when they first reached mid-

Missouri.  Tours include the restored Hussmann home and outbuildings, Trading Post, 
Distillery Log House and Office, Sweet Springs, Tinsmith Shop, Gardens.   Also included are 
demonstrations by the Shire draft horses and Missouri Mules.  Tram Rides are available to 
see more of the farm and its place in history. www.hermannfarm.com  
 

While in Hermann, enjoy dinner and wine tasting at Stone Hill Winery. The winery offers 
tours of the largest series of underground cellars in North America.  Their Vintage 
Restaurant is situated on the winery grounds in a beautifully restored carriage house and 

horse barn. Here you can enjoy a hearty menu of German cuisine, along with steaks and 
other American dishes. www.stonehillwinery.com  

Return to St. Louis for overnight. 

Jefferson City to Hermann, 48 miles 

Hermann, to St. Louis, 82 miles 

 

Day 4 – St. Charles, St. Louis 

After breakfast depart for St. Charles (www.historicstcharles.com).  The first stop is the First 

Missouri State Capitol State Historic Site the first seat of the state’s government. Its rough 

hewn timbers and dark wood floors whisper the tales of the state’s first legislature. 
Interpretive programs help visitors understand how the state’s government was formed and 
what life was like in the early 1800’s.  Lewis & Clark Boathouse & Nature Center.  The 

Lewis & Clark Boat House and Nature Center is the Discovery Expedition’s permanent home. 
Situated beside the Missouri River at Bishop’s Landing, the educational facility features 
exhibits relating to the Lewis and Clark expedition as well as the Missouri River ecosystem. 
The facility houses a museum dedicated to the Lewis & Clark Expedition, Missouri River 

habitats, and St. Charles history. The full-size replica boats constructed by the Discovery 
Expedition of St. Charles and used during the Lewis & Clark Bicentennial are on display.  
(www.lewisandclarkcenter.org).  Enjoy lunch and shopping on the cobblestone streets of 
Historic South Main Street.   

This afternoon, return to St. Louis and the Cathedral Basilica (www.cathedralstl.org).  View 

the world’s largest collection of mosaic art at the spectacular Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis.  
Pope Paul VI called the Romanesque/Byzantine style church “the outstanding cathedral of 
the Americas.”  More than 41 million pieces of tesserae in 8,000 colors fill more than 83,000 

square feet.  The west chapels are the work of Tiffany and Company and the main altar and 
another chapel features the work of Gorham. Docent led tours ($2) are available daily from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Reservations are suggested for tours (314) 373-8240 but guests can walk 
through anytime between 10am-4pm.   

Few forms of American music can claim a history as long, as tradition-rich, and as complex 
as the Blues. Since its origins in the Deep South long ago, the Blues has been a bedrock for 

virtually all American popular music of the last hundred-plus years.  Experience Blues history 
at the National Blues Museum, opening April 2016.  (www.nationalbluesmuseum.org)  

http://www.hermannfarm.com/
http://www.stonehillwinery.com/
http://www.historicstcharles.com/
http://www.lewisandclarkcenter.org/
http://www.cathedralstl.org/
http://www.nationalbluesmuseum.org/


  

St. Charles to St. Louis, 25 miles 

Return to your hotel to refresh before a farewell dinner in one of the many group-friendly St. 
Louis restaurants. 


