
 

 

Missouri's Caves 
 

Summer's heat and winter's cold mean nothing to lucky travelers enjoying the hidden 
beauty of Missouri's caves. Natural "air conditioning" keeps the caves' climate at a 
steady 50-60 degrees year-round. 

Today, Missouri is one of only two states in the nation with more than 6,000 known 
caves. At least 23 of them are safety inspected and open for tours. Although 
concentrated in the eastern and southern parts of the state, the caves are close at hand 
for travelers anywhere in Missouri. Most of the commercial caves are open year-round. 

The many facets of Missouri's underground beauty include the ever-present stalactites 
and stalagmites (Remember, if it has to hold on "tite" to the ceiling, it's a stalactite; 
stalagmites grow from the floor and "mite" reach the ceiling someday). Beyond these, 
which range from delicate "soda straws" to multi-ton giants, there are imaginatively 
named formations, fascinating history and colorful lighting. 

With a little imagination, it's easy to picture how the rooms and formations appeared to 
the famous outlaws - William Quantrill, Jesse James and the Daltons - who used them 
as hideouts. Earlier, they were used by mastodons, mammoths, sabre-toothed tigers, 
ground sloths and camels as natural shelters in prehistoric times. Through the years, 
Missouri's caves have been put to strange uses - as beer gardens, mushroom farms, 
meeting rooms and even as a source of air conditioning for a theatre. 

All of Missouri's caves share a timeless quality that makes visitors feel totally isolated 
from the world outside. And unlike the caves' past tenants, today's visitors find that 
imaginative lighting and well-planned tours make "going underground" an easy way to 
enjoy more of Missouri. 


