[image: image1.png]aweg
Mlss%‘ IR

enjoy the show



                                                                                                             
                                                                                  [image: image2.png]



FAITH OF OUR FATHERS
(Available year-round)
Independence
STOP 1 – Community of Christ Temple and Auditorium, 201 S. River and 1001 W Walnut

816-833-1000 or www.cofchrist.org 

Allow 45 minutes

Temple features a 1600 seat sanctuary with a lofty ceiling spiraling nearly 200 feet above the floor and a 102 rank Casavant pipe organ, plus a chapel filled with sacred art, overlooking a meditation garden, theater, museum and gift shop. The Worshipers path boasts carved glass panels, sculpture and granite fountain. Visitors can check out free audio guides for self guided tours at the main reception desk. Free organ recitals at 3 p.m. during the summer months.  Children’s Peace Pavilion, an interactive hands-on museum for ages 3-11, is on an upper floor of the Auditorium. (1 hour)

STOP 2– Church of Christ Temple Lot, 200 S. River

816-833-3995 or www.churchofchrist-tl.org
Allow 30 minutes

The Church traces its origins to 1830 when Joseph Smith Jr. leader of the Mormons, dedicated the site for the Temple of the Lord. Historical items on display and a slide show are located in the Visitors Center on the lower level.

STOP 3 – Independence Mormon Visitors Center, 937 W. Walnut

816-836-3466 or www.lds.org (historic sites) 

Allow 45 minutes

Totally renovated, the center welcomes Visitors with a larger than life statue of The Christus and interactive displays and exhibits about the beliefs and doctrines of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints on the main level. Lower level includes dioramas, kiosks, flat panel screen videos detailing the Mormon frontier heritage of thousands of settlers who came to Independence in the 1830s, a children’s pioneer activity room, and theater. Tours offered daily 9 to 9.

Pick up a brochure for the Missouri Mormon walking trail, which begins at the corner of Walnut and River. One mile long, with 14 brass sidewalk plaques. (additional 30 minutes).

STOPS 4-10  Driving Tour of historic Independence Churches. Drive past the First Christian Church, 125 S. Pleasant, dating to 1835, the First Presbyterian Church, 100 N. Pleasant, where Harry and Bess met in Sunday school, First United Methodist Church, 400 W. Maple, first Methodist church in Jackson County, 2nd Baptist Church, 116 E. White Oak, oldest African American church in Missouri, St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 611 N. Liberty, established in 1822, Community of Christ Stone church, 1012 W. Lexington, home of the Messiah Choir, and Trinity Episcopal Church, 409 N. Liberty, where Bess and Harry Truman married. 

Allow 30 minutes.  

Itinerary provided by Independence Tourism, for more information:  www.visitindependence.com or 816-325-7111.
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