
Itinerary 

 The Escape Branson – Will you be able to escape the room in time? It will take strategy and     
teamwork to find your way out. Now open, best suited for groups of two to six. 

 Fritz’s Adventure – 80,000 square feet of tunnels, slides, zip lines and rock climbing. This indoor 
facility will be a great addition to your youth-group tours. (Summer, Branson) 

 Chicago’s Navy Pier Ferris Wheel will find a new home in Branson on Highway 76. (Summer) 
 Mountain Adventure Resort – This 80-acre adventure park will offer various outdoor activities,     

including horseback riding, rope courses and a mountain coaster.  (Summer, Branson) 
 Bigfoot on the Strip – Features a 200-foot tower offering three aerial rides for both the adrenaline 

seeker and leisure rider. And we can’t forget Branson’s first ever food truck court. (Summer) 
 Hallmark’s Maxine’s Christmas Carol will debut at the Andy Williams Theatre this November. The 

beloved cartoon character will come to life in this comedic production. (Branson) 
 Jim Stafford’s retirement didn’t last long. He’s back celebrating 25 years in Branson, performing at 

the recently-renovated Jim Stafford Theatre.  
 The All Hands on Deck! Show focuses on patriotism and salutes our veterans. Now showing at the 

Dutton Family Theatre in Branson.   
 Stone Hill Winery in Branson and New Florence will change their name to “Curling Vine Winery.” 

With a remodel in progress at the Branson location, there is much in store for the future. But don’t 
worry, they’ll still sell award-winning Stone Hill wines. (Spring) 

 History Museum on The Square opens the doors to its permanent home (Late 2016, Springfield) 
 KC Streetcar service is set to begin May 6, 2016. This two-mile route will include the Power & Light 

District, Kauffman Center and Union Station. 
 National Blues Museum – Now open, these interactive exhibits will awe and inspire (St. Louis) 
 Missouri History Museum – Route 66: Main Street Through St. Louis exhibit opens June 25, 2016. 

The exhibit will run through July 16, 2017. (St. Louis) 
 The Loop Trolley will run from the Missouri History Museum to the University City Library, making 

additional stops along Delmar Boulevard. (Late 2016, St. Louis) 
 Iron Spike Inc. Model Train Museum – This interactive track will give guests the opportunity to run 

their own engines (if compatible) and learn about railroad heritage in the Midwest. (Summer,   
Washington) 

 Fort Leonard Wood now requires guests to complete a background check and obtain a pass prior to 
their visit. Be prepared to secure approval if taking your group to the Mahaffey Museum Complex. 

New & Noteworthy 

Enjoy the Genius of Highway 36. This five-day tour leads visitors across the state on an inspiring  

journey. Learn about famous innovators from the Show-Me State, including J.C. Penney, Walt Disney 

and Mark Twain. 

We're proud to announce the Missouri Division 

of Tourism's (MDT) new Group Tour Newsletter. 

Discover the possibilities for your group's next 

adventure and learn about upcoming events and 

attractions. Need help with itineraries or 

logistics? MDT is happy to assist you. Whether 

exploring Missouri's world-renowned museums 

or taking a step back in time on one of our Civil 

War trails, we're here to help make your trip 

unforgettable.  

Start planning your 

group’s next 

excursion with the 

2016 Official 

Missouri Travel 

Guide 

 

The Group Tour Newsletter from the Missouri Division of Tourism 

This  
endearing 
small 
town in 
the heart 
of the 
Ozarks 
has a lot 
to offer. 
Home to 

the Laura Ingalls Wilder Historic Home 
and Museum, you will find artifacts of the 
beloved writer of the Little House books 
on display. Learn about Wilder's  
inspiration and see where she penned her 
famous novels. Tour the Rock House and 
take a stroll down the family walking trail 
to the historic farmhouse where Wilder 
lived out her days, restored to its original 
condition. Once you've explored the home 
and grounds, it’s a short drive to Bakers 
Creek Heirloom Seed Company where 
you can join in on their Heritage Days 
celebration. Held the first Sunday of each 
month, March through October (excluding 
May), this festival gives attendees the 
chance to enjoy live bluegrass music 
while browsing a variety of vendor booths. 
Take a moment to grab a bite to eat at 
their restaurant or from one of the various 
concessions. Explore the Bakersville  
Pioneer Village complex and the endless 
activities offered. Browse the wares at the 
old-time mercantile and tour the garden 
museum and 
blacksmith 
shop. And did I 
mention the 
herbal  
apothecary and 
Western jail? 
It's no wonder 
they call  
Mansfield the 
hidden gem of 
the Ozarks.  

Destination Spotlight 

Mansfield 

Best Practice Tip 
“Using technology to an even greater degree has made 
my job much easier. For example, Facebook is a highly 
effective way to promote my tours. I routinely create an 

‘Event’ for each tour and post photos, fliers and tour  
information to promote them and invite friends to review 
the event. On tour, in addition to the usual tour director 

manual with copies of contracts, rooming lists, itineraries, 
etc., I also copy a folder containing all of those  

documents over onto my tablet and my phone for easy, 
immediate access. Eventually, I hope to become  

confident enough to leave the paper in the office and rely 
solely on the digital copies.” 

- Melinda Hughey, Owner of The RH Factor 

Industry Q & A 

Q. How are you partnering with other Missouri tourism  

entities to maximize your resources?  

 

A. “Jefferson City partners with Columbia, Boonville,  
Fulton and Hermann calling ourselves 'Central Missouri's 
River Bluffs Region.' Anytime I email follow-up information 
about Jefferson City, I include the attractions of each of 
these cities, as well as Sedalia and Fort Leonard Wood, 
the local contact name and their phone number. We have 
to keep in mind that we are the 'expert' in our city and tour 
operators are more likely to come to our destinations if we 
provide tour ideas, all-inclusive menus at locally-owned 
restaurants, offer to put together itineraries, make all their 
reservations and help in any way needed during their visit. 
This effort maximizes overnight stays and promotes other 
Missouri destinations. I hesitate to use this term but it is a 
win-win.”  

- Marianne Thies, Sales Manager, Jefferson City CVB 
 
 Do you have a question you’d like answered?  

If so, email it to Ashley.Sneed@ded.mo.gov 
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